Comején, Colombia
Region: La Guajira
Population: 100 Indigenous Wayúu
Technical Solution: Repaired Windmill,
New Water Distribution System and Water
Basin, Improved Water Storage Tanks
Project Cost: ~US $8,000
Financed by: Individual Donors
Completed: March 2011

Comején, Colombia
About Comején:

Comején is a small, isolated and poor rural indigenous community. The community consists of 15 homes and one elementary
school.

Previous Situation

Comején had a windmill and a leaking and ineffective water distribution system. The windmill urgently required repairs and
maintenance. The water distribution system had many leaks and wasted gallons of precious water every day. The water storage
tanks were too low, which provided very little water pressure. A water basin for the animals required reconstruction due to a
design flaw.

Implemented Solutions:

Aguayuda hired the newly created windmill company of El Pájaro to maintain the windmill, build a new water basin for the animals
and elevate the water storage tanks. Aguayuda worked together with residents to fix and expand the existing water distribution
system so that every home has a faucet. Besides the new water basin, the old water basin was repaired so that the large animals
such as horses and cows have access to clean water also.
With the help and support of the community, Aguayuda established and trained a water and education committee. The water
committee is responsible for maintaining and operating the water system. Aguayuda provided educational workshops to the
education committee on water education and waste management. The education committee is responsible for sharing the
knowledge learned to the students at the school and to the community.
Together with the community, a waste clean-up campaign was initiated, which resulted in 20 bags of trash.

Project Impact:

Comején has clean water, a cleaner environment and the education committee has received training on water education and
waste management.

Evaluation and Monitoring:

Aguayuda assures the project is sustainable by maintaining contact with the community once a month via phone. Also if any
issues arise that require technical assistance, the windmill company from El Pájaro is only 15 minutes away by car.

The kids are excited about the water project.

The repaired windmill provides clean water.
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