VIPECBALAM ,NEBAJ, QUICHE
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Rafael and Petrona
Rafael is 12 years old and a 6th grade student at the “Escuela Oficial Rural Mixta Vipecbalam”. The village of Vipecbalam is situated about 15km to the north-east of Nebaj and it is accessible by dirt road throughout the year. The village only grew to its present size of 50 families after the civil war, when many displaced people from other Ixil villages resettled in the mountains. Before, according to the village elders, there were only 6-8 houses. The place name Vipecbalam means “the place where the lion sits in the bent branch of a tree”.

Rafael’s favourite subject is “natural sciences” and he will continue studying after completing the 6th grade at the secondary school in Vipecbalam. As an enthusiastic member of the school’s foot ball team, he dedicates much of his free time to this activity. A school day usually starts at 6:00am, when he gets up and helps his mother with the breakfast preparations. Classes run from 7h30 till 12h30, with a break of one hour in between. After lunch, he usually gets into the forest to collect firewood, and when he comes back he does his homework. If there is time left before dinner around 7 pm, he gets together with his friends to play football. After school he would like to study at university to become a lawyer. 
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Petrona is 10 years old and a student of the 4th grade. She also likes to study and her favourite subject is mathematics. Her day also starts with the breakfast preparations at 6:00am, and she especially enjoys playing basketball during the school break. After lunch, she helps her mother with different household tasks, like washing the dishes. After completing the day’s homework, she either plays basketball with her friends, or weaves. Petrona would like to become a teacher. 

Even though Petrona and Rafael do not report any illnesses, the parents tell us  that fevers and headaches are very common among the children, especially in the dry season when there is a lot of dust. Those health problems are usually treated with medicinal plants, and only more serious cases are taken to the local puesto de salud (health station).
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Rafael, Petrona and their classmates are looking forward to having a new handwashing station, the old facilities are not sufficient for the rising number of students. 
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Vipecbalam students inaugurating the hand washing station
