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Where is Lambi Island?
	It’s not easy to find.  It’s not on many maps.  It’s a small island five miles north of Corail, on the north coast of the southwest peninsula of Haiti.  One hour by motorboat, but a looong time by sail boat.  The island is 330 feet long and 90 feet wide.  There are no trees, no agriculture, no school, no church, no meeting place, no government.  But 400 people live there in about 55 houses – depending on the last storm.  Take a look at Conch Island (in English).
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What’s the Problem?
These 400 people live “out of the sea.”  There’s no work for them on the mainland, and they can’t afford to put their children in school.  So they escape to Lambi --  for the economic opportunity to fish and eat.  On Fridays, they send a boat to the mainland to sell fish.  They have several fishing boats.  Five can make it to the mainland.  One has a motor.
However:
· There is no water.  People try to bring jugs of water from the mainland when they can – three hours by sailing plus one hour of walking.  Otherwise, they dig a hole in the sand and scoop out a cup of water.  Very high water table, most of the time.
[Insert two pictures, side by side, of digging hole and drinking]
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· There are no latrines.  They poop on the sand (wisely, only on one side of the island, not everywhere).  Care to imagine what the poop and pee do to the water table?
[Insert two pictures of poop on sand, side by side]
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· Their houses, roofed with thatch, are packed tight together with little warrens running in between.
[Two pictures of houses, side by side]
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· To cook, they bring branches (not charcoal) from the mainland for their little cook stoves.
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· Malnutrition and water-borne diseases are endemic.  As one doctor said:  “the people drink their feces regularly.”
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