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“Each individual's humanity is ideally expressed through his or her relationship with others and theirs and in turn through recognition of the individual's humanity...people are people through other people.”
Those words were taken from the Ubundu, a South African term well portrayed by Carmen Urdaneta in her publication: A Collective Battle in the TB War (08/01/03). 
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Trough reports and pictures of various field visits, I’ve described the situation of this 1200 m2 piece of flat sand (pictured) in the middle of the sea off the southern coast of Haiti mainland without a single tree.400 people are living in 55 little houses made of dry plantain leaves, drinking directly the rain water that filters through the sand ,water that has been previously contaminated by their feces strewing the surface. 
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The hostility and suspicion were palpable throughout my visits because they had difficulty to understand why someone would be interested in their wellbeing if it’s not for the purpose of using their misery for personal gain. 
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“We are living like lost souls with nobody to whom we could turn to, nobody who will care if something happens to us. So why should we care about others” said the mother of a 9 years old blind little girl (pictured).
With the funds collected by MSH staff in Cambridge ($ 975), 400 extremely destitute and desperate people will for the first time have access to clean water .For three months, I went to each house explaining what we will do together, taking pictures of the materials that I bought for the project to show them, organizing community reunions to identify potential leaders that could be empowered, all this in search of this spark of faith in a better future. This constant and close contact helped them emerged progressively from their years of coma fed by affliction.

They realized that they had importance in the eyes of others. With build-up self-esteem, they’ve found the solidarity they always lacked to behave confidently and act as a group, a real community. The Lambi people were ready to work together for a common purpose that will affect their lives by improving their own way of living.

With a team of 4 volunteers (carpenter,plumber) who offered generously their contribution, we went to the islet for 3 rainy days to implement the rainwater collection ,storage and distribution system with the help of the community. 
Day one
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Distribution and installation of 55 batches generously donated by USAID for the houses that were all damaged by the bad weather. For the first time, they won’t be worried by the rain.
Day two
Community mobilization for the construction of the rain water receiving system: the impluvium 
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Day three

Installing the storage and distribution system: the tankers and the pipes.
The 400 gallons tanker, 4 feet on the ground ,will receive the water from the collecting roof  through a big pipe. The stored water ,using a manual pump, will move to a 125 gallons tanker 5 feet above the ground with a faucet at its end.  
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                                                   Installing the pump
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A feeling of both joy and satisfaction in the face of Jean-Claude, the local carpenter
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                    Installing the five feet tall wooden support for the 125 gallons tanker
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Hérold and Romel Installing the pipes
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Last check of the system by a member of the community                                   
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    For the first time those children have access to clean water
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The launching day of the water system marked the community of this islet as the day where the circle of lies and deceptions for many years has been broken. 
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“It’s the first time that a commitment has been respected, I didn’t think that I would still be alive to see this” said Fritzner, one of the oldest fishermen living on the islet. 
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Photography has the ability to convey great emotional depth and understanding of issues which are often difficult to discuss.
We have to give a face to the challenges of global health as well as the humanity and dignity in even the most humble subjects.

In the name of this little boy on the picture and the lambi population

THANK YOU MSH

                                                                      Patrick Pascal Saint-Firmin
                                                                      MSH-HAITI, Jérémie

                                                                      “SAFE WATER FOR LAMBI”PROJECT

                                                                      June 12, 2009 

Special thanks to:
Our team of volunteers who gave their all for the success of this project.

(From left to right)
Louis Charles

Hérold Jean

Romel Appolon

Joseph Jackson
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SDSH team in Jérémie for their help and support
Rablais Fontaine

Maxime Joseph

Some extraordinary and devoted people in Lambi islet

Jean-Claude Belgarde
Clarel séjour

Nevert Séjour

Archibald charles

Véna Charles

Special thanks to:

Genevieve Papillon

Anne Fransolet

Executive Management Team of MSH-HAITI 
USAID-HAITI                                                                                                    
Lambi
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