Until recently, one of the most serious problems in Kerandi village was the availability of drinking water. There was one small stream half a kilometre away, which all the villagers used for their daily activities, such as washing and drinking. Women also had the daily burden of water collection to contend with, often getting up at 3am to collect water for the family, before going to the field for a full days work. Then on returning from the field, they had to go and collect water again. Work on accessing a water supply began in 2008, however, in keeping with MANTRA principles, prior to this, 100% inclusion had been reached, and the toilet and bathing rooms had been built. 

Kerandi’s sanitary well is located 1100m from the village up in the hills. As a result of this project, all 46 families now receive a 24 hour supply of piped, potable water via three taps in their homes; one in the bathing room, one in the toilet, and one in the kitchen. This project has perhaps had the largest impact on women who now no longer have to rise at 3am every morning to collect water, or wait until dark to be able to relieve themselves. Women are also now able to wash properly in complete privacy, with clean, running water.

On 17th February, the daughter of Indramani Sabar got married. Indramani was a tribal leader and formerly was also working with Gram Vikas as a field supervisor. He had invited all the nearby villagers, some government officials from the block, district and all Gram Vikas staff working in two projects namely Koinpur and Anandapur close to his village. On the wedding day nearly 2500 people attended for the feast and to my surprise there was no water shortage. Even some guest surprised how he he manged to provide sufficient water to all the invitees and for other activities like cooking, washing utensils etc.

Indramani sabar from his heart thanks Gram Vikas and all the villagers who successfully completed the project facing a lot of difficulties in all the phase of the project.

